
THE PROBLEM 
Puppy mills are sources of cruelty and neglect.  
Puppy mills, sometimes referred to as puppy farms, 
are large-scale, high-volume breeding facilities in 
which adult dogs are kept, often in conditions of 
extreme neglect, for the sole purpose of producing as 
many puppies in as short a period as possible.  

Profit over puppies 
The operating model for puppy mills places profits 
over the welfare of the dogs and many spend their 
lives, especially their productive years, in cages with 
little enrichment from human contact or their 
environment.  

The cages used often have wire floors that damage 
dogs paws and are overcrowded. The animals receive 
little or no licensed veterinary care which, along with 
malnourishment, results in significant health issues 
and sometimes death for the animals. 

Female dogs are bred as soon as they are old enough 
and are continually bred back as quickly as possible 
after producing a litter. When their useful breeding 
life is over, they may simply be abandoned. 

 

Expect inbreeding and genetic disorders 
In puppy mills, acceptable husbandry practices are 
ignored, including inbreeding avoidance, as the sole 
purpose of these facilities is to rapidly produce 
puppies to satisfy consumer demand for certain 
breeds. 

No screening takes place for any genetic disorders 
therefore the puppies frequently have hereditary 
disorders. Though generally sold as pedigree dogs, 
buyers should be aware that this is not a safeguard as 
to the health and background of the puppy they are 
purchasing and does not mean that a puppy has been 
screened for genetic disorders or genetic testing has 
been performed to verify the breed. 

FAST FACTS 
• Two million puppy mill puppies are sold annually. 
• Most of the puppies sold in pet shops come from 

puppy mills. 
• Backyard breeders use the same model as puppy 

mills. 
• Puppy mill dogs are sold in pet stores, through 

specialty publications and classified ads as well as 
on the internet using professional websites and 
even posing as rescue organizations.   

• Despite regulation under the Animal Welfare Act, 
the breeder/owners of puppy mills are rarely 
licensed. 

• In puppy mills, puppies frequently have hereditary 
disorders even though they are generally sold as 
pedigree dogs.  

• Breeding dogs receive little or no licensed 
veterinary care which, along with malnourishment, 
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results in significant health issues and sometimes 
death for the animals. 

WHERE IT’S HAPPENING 
Puppy mills can be anywhere. Currently, 
approximately 10,000 puppy mills of various sizes are 
believed to be in operation in the United States selling 
around 2 million puppies annually. The largest of the 
mills can have as many as 1000 dogs on site but 
many are smaller. Those that only breed one or two 
dogs are known as “backyard breeders” but, despite 
their small size, their operating model is the same as 
the larger puppy mills. 

While some states have now banned the sale of 
animals in pet shops, it is still legal in many places, 
and the majority of the puppies sold in pet shops 
come from puppy mills. 

Another avenue for sales is through the internet, 
classified advertising sites and specialty 
publications. With considerable eTort put into 
producing professional looking websites, it is easy to 
fall into the trap of thinking they are the site of 
legitimate breeders with rhetoric and deceptive 
photographs showing clean facilities and happy, 
healthy dogs running outside. Puppy mills will also 
sell dogs through deception in which they pose as 
rescues and “adopt” out the animals.  

Consumers should be wary of “breeders” who will 
not let them visit the breeding facility or meet the 
puppy’s parents and will only meet potential buyers 
at a diTerent location. The larger more established 
puppy mill breeders are often located in remote 
locations and even have special techniques, such as 
high-pitched noises, to quiet the animals when 
necessary to avoid detection. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Stop the support of puppy mills and adopt!    

Puppy mills exist because there is no shortage of 
consumers who are willing to buy from them, 
unwitting as they may be. Connecticut does not ban 
the sale of pets from pet shops and, as these are 
often bought from puppy mills, avoiding the purchase 
of animals from pet shops is one way to negatively 
impact puppy mills.  

Further, both in Connecticut and throughout the 
United States, animal shelters and rescues are at 
capacity and full of amazing dogs and other animals 
desperate for a loving home. Adopting from these 
locations is not only rewarding but sends a clear 
message to the puppy mills that their business model 
and cruel treatment of animals is not acceptable.  

While it is not unusual for people to prefer to bring a 
puppy rather than an older dog into their family, 
puppies can be found and adopted from reputable 
rescues, they do not have to be purchased from a pet 
shop. If obtaining a puppy from a breeder is 
necessary, refer to our Breeder Questions.    

STATE AND LOCAL RESTRICTIONS 
While some states have now banned the sale of 
animals in pet shops, it is still legal in Connecticut. In 
fact, as all neighboring states have banned the sale of 
puppies in pet shops, Connecticut is one of the only 
states in the Northeast where puppy mills can send 
their product. With no specific puppy mill or pet shop 
statues, puppy mills in Connecticut would be 
restricted under Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 
§ 53-247(a) which prohibits people from overdriving, 
overloading, overworking, torturing, depriving of 
substance, mutilating, cruelly beating or killing, or 
unjustifiably injuring any animal. The law prohibits a 
person who impounds or confines an animal from (1) 
failing to provide it with proper care; (2) neglecting to 
cage or restrain it from injuring itself or another 
animal; or (3) failing to provide it with wholesome air, 
food, and water. 
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https://www.ctforanimals.org/_files/ugd/8504f7_fc6b3f3a253e4b458cdde74b4ca07d61.pdf



